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Definitions

Druid: appropriate title for either (any) sex,  Primary paths historical designations are: Bard, Ovate, (Seer), and Druid (Clergy)

Dedicant: someone that has met the requirements for dedication and had the dedication ritual


Initiate: one who has been initiated into the Mists

Grove Member: Past and present Students (Druid in training DIT) Dedicant, Initiate


Greater Grove member: list member and ritual attendees

Preamble

If most of us are ashamed of shabby clothes and shoddy furniture, let us be more ashamed of shabby ideas and shoddy philosophies…  It would be a sad situation if the wrapper were better than the meat wrapped inside it. 

Albert Einstein

Choosing your spiritual path should be a very personal process of trial and error  in exploration for what resonates for you.   Your path is your own.  This community will help and guide you as it is able.  Not everyone that comes, stays.  Not everyone that stays or dedicates can or will be initiated.  This may be perceived as a hard statement.  It is better to be clear up front, there are no guarantees for initiation.  

For those who desire to participate in our rituals by doing parts we require classes.  The participants training we call Druid 101.  This teaches you about the functional forms that we want used in our rituals.

Deepening your spiritual Druidic practices are lumped together as Druid 201.  These are ongoing and evolving.  There is no end to learning.  All members are encouraged keep developing themselves and connections with each other and the sacred.

Vision for The Mists of Stone Forest Grove

A persons spiritual path is as unique as they are.  The Mists of Stone Forest Grove consists of those who value and embrace a philosophy of connectedness, while honoring the old Celtic ways in a manner that speaks to today.  Our relationships with the Ancestors, Nature Spirits, and Gods and Goddesses are as personal as our Human relationships.  

  We are neither inclusive nor exclusive,   We are many layers and nodes.  Some come for the greater grove , the sense of community that supports them in their own Spiritual path.  Some come to learn and perhaps become a Druid.  A Druid in the sense of Clergy(Druid), Ovate, and Bard.

  The Grove provides a setting for the common rituals of Mistletoe, the Four Solar fire and the Four Pastoral fire feasts.  Beyond that more personal explorations and experiences are encouraged with networking from the greater Grove.

Beliefs that guide Druids of the Mists
We live and celebrate in unity within Nature and Universal energies.  We characterize these energies as Gods and Goddesses, Ancestors and Nature Spirits.

Time is without beginning or end, in truth all time is now.

Energy precedes form, that all existence is energetically based.  Energy can neither be created nor destroyed.  Death is an energetic transmutation. 

Life is a sacred and transitory experience.  It is to be honored, revered and celebrated.  

We are integral part of transformative nature of the Universe.  The Universe, the Earth and her inhabitants are to be respected, nurtured and healed. 

Magic is real, natural, and present in all things and all beings.  It is imbedded in our lives.  We create our futures through the actions we perform today.  Our actions have affect this is part of magic.

Diversity is a gift to be appreciated, embraced and learned from.  We will honor and respect other affirming spiritual paths, beliefs and lifestyles.

Training

To teach is to understand. To learn is wisdom. To learn together is understanding wisdom.  

Sid Mendenhall

A big part of Druidry is the sharing of knowledge.  Teaching is part of our learning process.  Everyone is a teacher and a student.  

Druid 101

As stated the goal of the 101 series is to provide a foundation for actively participating in our rituals.

Written assignments prior to first class.  One page minimum paper on What is religion and What is spirituality? 

Paper on what your beliefs are on Druidry, what it is, and is not.

Lesson 1—Introduction, Etiquette and Theology

Intro Mists of Stone Forest 

Students’ religious/spiritual backgrounds

Discuss papers

Ritual and Social etiquette

Introduce myths and reasons for becoming acquainted with

Required reading List

Lesson 2—Tree Meditation

Co taught by a Bard and Seer

About meditation, Apple visualization, Journaling

Homework Write a tree meditation and be prepared to lead it in class.

Lesson 3 Theology Sacred tasks.

Theology/Theisms History Keltria background  Triads (Overlay of dualistic religious teachings affecting our pursuit of Druidry/paganism)  Sacred Tasks, Philosophy, Administration, Clerical, Gods/Goddesses, Theory of consecrations 

Lesson 4 Ovate Path  

Observation (seeing what is there, form)  Disciplined observation (each sense as separately as possible)  Vision Perception (we fill in the blanks to create a total picture, we create the world as we believe) Truth vs. agreement, Nature Spirits, Parting the Veil, Magic, Divination.

Lesson 5 Druid and Bardic Paths  

Druid Path: Gods and Goddesses, Seasonal cycles, Rites, Outline of Ritual  Bard Path: Ancestors, Music, Story telling 

Lesson 6 Invocations ritual offices  

Explanation and form for invocations.  Why we do parts.  Ritual offices, Grove tender and Dragon 

201

Expansion of form into being.  Deepening your Druidic practice. 

Lesson 1—Reconnect and refresh

As there may be different students from different 101 classes a brief review of Students’ religious/spiritual backgrounds

How have your perceptions changed from when you first answered these questions?

What is religion? (methodology)

What is spirituality? (sense of sacred)

Lesson 2—Ovate Path in depth

Topics

Observation (seeing what is there)

Disciplined observation (each sense as separately as possible)

Vision

Perception (how we fill in the blanks to create a total picture)

(We create the world as we believe)

Truth vs. agreement

Garden exercise

Nature Spirits

Parting the Veil

Divination

Lesson 3—Druid Path in depth

Topics

Invocations

Gods & Goddesses expanded pantheon work 

Seasonal cycles

Rites 

Outline of Ritual

 Lesson 4—Bard Path in depth

Topics

Ancestors

Music 

Story Telling

Lesson 5—Myths

Mythological cycles

Students tell a myth 

Lesson 6—Magick

Lesson 7—Sacred Tasks

Consecrations of Tools

Lesson 8 ---Journey

Lesson 9—Student Ritual or Lab

Students lead complete ritual

Dedication into Druidic paths

After meeting the criteria a person must request to dedicate into the paths of Druidry.  You must ask for what you want.  This is a personal commitment on the dedicants part to really dig deeper into their own spiritual commitments and exploration.

We will ritually create a space for students that are ready to take their next step in Druidic development.  Our dedication ritual provides a time for introspection and blessing.  Typically this is done in an outdoor environment.  Usually from early morning to midday.  The dedicant needs to meet the following requirements:

A. All Druid 101 classes completed.  The ability to perform lessons learned in an appropriate fashion.

B. Sponsor by a member of grove initiates.

C. Attended a minimum of 3 Mistletoe rituals and 2 Fire feast rituals.

D. At least one strong relationship with an initiate of the grove.

E. A belief that Druidism as we express it, is the spiritual path they want to pursue.

Upon completion of dedication you can request a mentorship by anyone that has been initiated more than one year.  

Initiation

If you believe that initiation is right for you.  You must speak of what you seek.  We are a magical path.  There are levels of trust, comfort and energy that guide the consensus of the existing initiates.  As a group we decide to accept a dedicants request for initiation.  No singular person approves a request nor should a single contrary voice prevent it.  We must decide if the time is right and if we also believe you are ready.  We have an experienced track record in our initiations.  It is truly transformative and we are ethically bound to take into account the full persons life.  For some a window for initiation may exists and then permission recanted if life events dictate it necessary.

What you can know now is. There are physical preparations of fasting.  This starts at midnight of the ritual day.  The process itself involves a ritual near sunset, a solitary all night vigil by the candidate, then a dawn ritual.  After which we feed you and then you get to sleep.  These are done on outdoors usually on Sam and Phil’s land.  There is some latitude on when the rituals are done.  We will typically have only one initiation per weekend as magically they require a fair amount of energy and focus.

Requirements:

A. Completion of Druid 101 and 201

B. Dedication unless a person that has been initiated into another neopagan tradition would not necessarily need to do this.  In this case self initiation is not recognized. 

C. Actively participated in by rituals having done all of the parts outside of leading and scrying.

D. Connection and trusting relationships with core of Initiates

E. Stability in their life and within themselves.

F. Have a mentor within the grove initiates.

G. Must consider themselves ready.

H. Candidate must ask an initiate clearly and directly for initiation.

Growth within the Rings.

As a consensus formed group the rings are ideally viewed as breadth of experience and ability, Not hierarchical levels. 

All initiates are considered capable of leading rituals.  As one progresses in the rings they should become more proficient and comfortable in leading rituals and classes.

The ring of the Birch is the first ring starting with initiation.  It takes most people a year to get grounded again.  Mentorship in both giving and receiving prepares one towards the ring of the Yew.

The ring of the Yew is a proactive shaper of rituals and teachings.  

The ring of the Oak incorporates the additional responsibility of an elder connecting with other groups and potentially the public.  

