Seasonal Ritual Thanksgiving Harvest Feast

All guests are requested to bring a dish to share for the feast.  Harvest theme food prepared with the intention of thankfulness and celebration.  Congregation gathers around banquet table. There can be two celebrants alternating or one leading entirely.

Celebrant:  We gather to celebrate the last harvest of this year’s bounty and the coming of winter. We join as a community to recognize and appreciate the growth we have experienced in our lives.  We give thanks for the blessings we have received, and remind ourselves we also bestow blessings.

Celebrant:  This feast is the bounty of the Earth and the Nature Spirits.  Your actions and intentions in preparing this food honor them and the people now gathered.  I ask each of you to give a libation of what you prepared so it may return to Earth.  For as they sustain us, we in return should protect and care for them.

(Each family or cook libates into bowl saying something heartfelt in respect to the earth and/or nature spirits.) 

Celebrant: (holding branch and sickle over libation bowl) From your gifts we are strengthened. With that strength we serve you.   We return a portion of your gifts in gratitude and stewardship.  So be it

Grove: So be it.

Celebrant: (holding chalices of cider and mead) Our ancestors shaped the vessels of our bodies in their memory. In honor of all of our Ancestors I ask each of you to give a toast of thanks and to drink of their bounty.   (Each toast and pass chalices sunwise)

Celebrant: The Gods and Goddesses bless us in many ways. To better understand them we to must bless others and accept their blessings.  Going in succession sunwise, we will now each bless the person on our left. (Blessing proceeds)

Celebrant: May all seen and unseen partake of this feast and share as a community the feast before us.  So Be It

Grove: So be it.

Everybody eats and celebrates as a community.
