Invocations Outline Basic Structure of effective invocation.

Use your heart and spirit, the rest is form to focus it upon.

1.
Position.


Where, and how to stand.  How can your  posture, body language, hand movements, and use of ritual tools influence the psychic and aesthetic ambiance?

2.
Grounding.   Why to ground; and how to ground. Connecting with the otherworldly tree.

3. Triple Breath.   Benefits of relaxation and composure, conquering "stage fright".

4. Clearing the Mind.  Push aside and discard distracting thoughts.

5. Focusing.  Concentrate only upon that which is to be invoked.

6. Visualization.  Picturing the spirit in your mind, create  your image of the spirit.

7. Naming.   The magical importance of addressing the spirit by name or names and  your magical name

8.
Description.   Describe the spirit, i.e., _____, son or daughter of ______and _____, Champion of _____, Patron / Matron of _____, etc.  

Magical, psychological, and theatrical reasons for description.

9.
Controlled Association. 
This is controlled as opposed to free association.  What mental, emotional, psychic images are stirred in the invoked by the spirit?

10.
Calling.   First person  request or invitation to spirit to join in the rite. We do NOT command but ask with grace and heart.

11.
Purpose.  Announcing to the spirit for what reason s/he (it) has been invited.  This is basic, proper etiquette, also helps the group understand the purpose of the ritual.

12.
Channeling.  Guides the spirit through the invoker into the sacred space or cauldron.

13.
Release.  expand release  the energy focus beyond yourself so the spirit is able to interact easily with the ritual participants.

Consecration Steps

1. Cleansing / Neutralizing

2. Charging / Energizing

3. Assigning a Magickal Purpose

4. Blessing

5. Dedication (to service of a deity or group of deities)

6. Protective Curse

7. Affirmation

Why do we invoke, what is meant by invocation

Discuss different styles of invocation. 

How should form follow function?  

How will invocatory style vary with different types of rituals?  

Using poetry/song as a technique.  Memorized vs. read vs. impromptu invocations.

Why with feeling..

Why is the form important, how each invocation is a teaching experience for the participants. Etc..

Give a demonstration of different types of invocations for the students.  Explain how these fit into the framework of the basic structure of invocation.

Have students sit in a circle.  Instructor throws out the name of a particular deity/spirit.  Group then control associates on that name.  Moving sunwise, each offers a word or phrase.

Have students prepare slips of paper each with a deity/spirit to be invoked.  Students perform invocations as drawn from a hat.

