We mark the turning of the year with the four Solar fire feasts and Four Pastoral fire Feasts. As a grove we worship and honor the Tuatha de’ Danann, the Irish pantheon.  The Celtic day started at sundown the night before in our modern reckoning, not the dawn.  (Like the Jewish Sabbath) 

The Celts followed a calendar of 13months with 28 days (lunar length) With an intercalary day added to make 365 days.  The extra day is Samhain November 1st, and was outside of time.  The year ends on October 31st at sunset and begins on November 1st at sunset. There are other ways of figuring the days we have adopted this form as our standard. The fire or pastoral feasts are in balance to the land around us.  The seasons of plantings, Harvest and laying fallow. The Solar feasts are based on the Solstices and Equinoxes; their dates vary year to year. Eight High Rites

Samhain (sow-in)

When = Sundown October 31st

What = Pastoral Fire Feast 

Who =  Matron is Morrigan (Full strength) & Patron is Dagda (rising)
This is the transitional rite that acknowledges death as an integral phase in the cycle of life. This is the time of quiet and lengthening shadows, where much is unseen. This is the time of year where we acknowledge the past and what is passing, and welcome in the new and what is beginning.  We honor the dead for their contributions and watch their crossing from this plane of form to the Otherworld, where form is first expressed as energy. 

The year begins anew when the fields are cleared and laid to rest, when the earth is bare and possibility and dreams have free reign.

This is when we set our goals.

Midwinter

When = December 20-22, time varies by Solar Calendar 

What = Solar Fire Feast

Who =  Patron is The Dagda (Full strength) & Matron is Brigid (rising)

This celebration is also known as Yule. This is the time when the sun begins her journey back from the realms of the otherworld. Our goals have begun to take shape in our minds, and they have gained energy in the otherworld. At this time, we begin to develop plans of action for bringing our ideas to this plane. It is a time for Hope within the darkness, and the rebirth of the strengthening sun.

Imbolc

When = Sundown January 31st  

What = Pastoral Fire Feast

Who =  Matron is Brigid (Full strength) & Patron is Aonghus Og (rising)
February 1st is the rite that celebrates the thawing of the earth, and the rumblings of new life and awakenings. This is the time to recharge and put your ideas into action. This is the time of stirring, of signs, and the celebration of hope and survival. This is also the time of community and assessing the strength of the hearth and home. 

Spring Equinox

When = March 20-22 time varies by Solar Calendar 

What = Solar Fire Feast

Who =  Patron is Aonghus Og (Full strength) & Matron is Boann (rising)
Balance of light, the following of the waters.  This is the time to set your plans into motion.

Beltaine (bell-tane)

When = sundown April 30th
What = Pastoral Fire Feast

Who =  Matron Boann (Full strength) is & Patron is Bile (rising)
This is the time of the greening, when promise and idea have gained form and begin to take up space in our world. It is the time of growth and of fertility. What has been previously obscure or shrouded in shadow is now brought totally to light. We celebrate the growing light of the sun and our joy in living.

Summer Solstice
When = June 20-22 time varies by Solar Calendar
What = Solar Fire feast

Who =  Patron is Bile (Full strength) & Matron is Danu (rising)
This is the time when the sun is at his zenith. We celebrate the strength, the vigor, the potency of all form. We celebrate ourselves, each other, and our champions. We celebrate the connections that keeps us strong. This is when we begin to see where our ideas are heading, and can imagine what fruits they will bear.

Lughnasadh (Loo-Nah-Sah)

When = sundown July 31st

What = Pastoral Fire Feast

Who =  Matron is Danu (Full strength) & Patron is Lugh (rising) 

We celebrate the first harvest of grains. At this time, we reap the fruits of our labors and rejoice in their sustenance. Some of what grows is surprising as layers are revealed that were earlier hidden. This is the time when everything shows bright and in full bloom and is healthy. We celebrate in the sun now, for soon we will need to prepare for the time of darkness and dreaming.

Fall Equinox

When = September 20-22 time varies by Solar Calendar
What = Solar Fire Feast

Who =  Patron is Lugh (Full strength) & Matron is Morrigan (rising) & 
This is the time of year when we review what happened or didn’t happen and consider the reasons. This is the time of introspection and review. Balance before the darkness.  

